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us cut down our belief of either to what does not in-
volve  absurdity  or immorality; to what is neither
intellectually self-contradictory nor morally perverted.
To return, however, to the main subject: on the
hypothesis of a God, who made the world, and in
making it had regard, however that regard may have
been limited by other considerations, to the happiness
of his sentient creatures, there is no antecedent impro-
bability in the supposition that his concern for their
good would  continue, and  that  he  might  once or
oftener give proof of it by communicating to them
some knowledge of himself beyond what they were
able to make  out by their unassisted faculties, and
some knowledge or precepts useful for guiding them
through the difficulties *of life.    Neither on the only
tenable hypothesis, that of limited power, is it open to
us to object that these helps ought  to have been
greater, or in any way other than they are.   The only
question to be entertained, and which we cannot dis-
pense ourselves from entertaining, is that of evidence.
Can any evidence suffice to prove* a Divine Revela-
tion ?    And of what nature, and what amount, must
that evidence be ?    Whether the special evidences of
Christianity, or of any other alleged revelation, do or
do not come up to the mark, is a different question,
into which I do not propose directly to enter.    The
question I intend to consider, is, what evidence is re-
quired ; what general conditions it ought to satisfy;